Terre Haute Tree Advisory Board Meeting Minutes
City Hall, 17 Harding Avenue, Third Floor Conference Room

Thursday,  January 17 - 2:00 pm  
Call meeting to order – Roll Call  
Roll Call: Bill Kincius (Chairperson), Stephanie Krull, Brad Miller (Street Department Superintendent) and Sheryle Dell (Urban Forester), Hal Orndorff ( Parks Department )
Absent:  Chuck Ennis (City Engineer), Eddie Bird (Parks Superintendent) Brian Conley,
Stephanie Krull made motion that minutes be accepted Bill Kincius second Minutes approved. 
Hal Orndorff is a permanent replacement for Eddie Bird on the board.
OLD BUSINESS

٭
2013 Planting Greater Collett Park Area – Sheryle reports that about of the sites have been evaluated.  Only (2) sites have been denied due to lack of ROW.  Many sites can accommodate more than one tree.  Most sites approved can support a large canopy tree.  Trees Inc. will be responsible for contact property owners and Holey- Moley.  Stephanie recommended creating a map for ease of delivery.  The need to ensure that the volunteers and team leaders are properly trained was discussed. Trees Inc. is responsible for the logistics of the planting. 
٭
Champion Ash on College Ave -  Sheryle provided the Davey Resource group  report  to the committee.  In addition, a cost estimate was provided to perform the recommended maintenance activities.  All recommendation must be done in order reduce the risk and prolong it life.  The tree will lose its’ champion status due to the required pruning.  The maintenance will be ongoing and that is no guarantee how long the tree will remain healthy and a low risk.  EAB is a serious concern due to the structure of the tree and the stress is unknown how effect EAB treatments will be.  If all actions are taken the City would not have to remove the tree for liability reasons.  The City does not have the budget to commit to this level of maintenance on a street- tree, technically the tree maintenance is the responsibility of the property owner.  On option is for the community to raise funds to save the tree.   There is a time constraint on taking action.   Since this a community tree, Sheryle asked for a recommendation from the board based on the assessment report, cost estimates for maintenance, location and condition.  
Bill Kincuis made the following recommendation: 

“  It would be desirable to maintain the Champion Ash tree due to its status in the community.  The actions recommended in the Davey Resource Report should be should be taken to prolong the life of the tree and reduce the risk if community funding is forthcoming in a timely manner.  Without outside funding, the tree should be removed.  It should be removed in a dignified way. There should be every effort to do something worthy with the wood to memorialize the tree. “
Second by Stephannie Krull  passed
This information will be presented to the TREES Inc Board for comment.
 ٭ 
Revision of Tree Ordinance and Technical Specifications  - no action 
٭ 
EAB management Plan –  Sheryle is having Managers Workshop meeting with those responsible for parks, redevelopment, cemeteries, golf courses, and the housing authority in an effort to address the EAB issue from a comprehensive approach.  After the workshop the EAB plan will be put into writing for the boards review. 
NEW BUSINESS

Tree City and Growth Award application have been submitted.

Tree Risk Assessment – The City has adopted the new ANSII standards for tree risk assessment. 
Due to recent issues with notify citizens about tree removals in the tree row the Tree Obituary has been adopted. 

Bill Kincius announced that he is stepping down from the board to take a new position for the City of Indianapolis

 Next meeting: March 21, 2013
٭Adjourn meeting
